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INTERESTING SUMMER USES FOR DIATOMACEOUS EARTH
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n my last article, I
introduced some
of the exciting
benefits of taking
Diatomaceous Earth for
your health; this time,
I’d like to tell you how
you can utilize it
around your house,
garden, and barn to live
a more natural life and
to decrease the use of
other, more harmful
substances.
Diatomaceous
Earth is a naturally
occurring mineral,
often called different
names, such as Fossil
Shell Flour, or DE for short—or
silica. I first started using DE
around my horses, and then
expanded from there as I learned
how many great uses
there were for this incredible little
mineral.
Diatomaceous Earth is a natural drying agent, often absorbing
2–3 times its weight in fluid. This
makes for a superior stall drying
agent, or bedding booster for any
animal. DE absorbs urine, and
helps keep bedding dryer longer,
reducing the number of bedding
changes and its cost. DE also
naturally absorbs harmful ammonia gasses coming from urine or if
used on large manure piles, greatly reduces manure off-gassing
smells and the offensive odors
from fecal matter.
This makes for a healthier
breathing environment for your
livestock or even small caged pets,
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and reduces the respiratory
distress that can occur with heavy
ammonia smells—not to mention
for your barn or your home. To
use, simply clean your stall or cage
and sprinkle DE more liberally in
areas that animals have a tendency
to use as a bathroom, and then
put your bedding down. You can
also put DE over the top of the
bedding and on wet spots until
you have time to clean the area.
It’s great for composting and
keeping manure flies off large
piles as well!
Diatomaceous Earth is also a
natural insecticide. You heard
right—iy will effectively kill anything with an exoskeleton. Unlike
toxic insectides, DE does not work
as a chemical killer; instead, it
works as a mechanical killer by
literally drying out the insects,
spiders, grasshoppers, ants, flies,
ticks—whatever may happen to
crawl through it or be powdered

by it. Why don’t you see you that
on the label? Because of strict EPA
labeling laws and prohibitive
costs, most DE distributors cannot
afford to go through the lengthy
process of getting EPA labeling for
their Diatomaceous Earth, so we
can educate you about it, but cannot sell it specifically as an insectide without the EPA labeling.
While you can buy many
brands of DE that are labeled as
an insecticide, be aware that most
are just straight Diatomaceous
Earth, but some actually do put
chemicals into their DE to make it
more attractive to bugs. Read
labels and use accordingly, but
nothing works better than DE to
get rid of unwanted insects in
your home and barn.
You can buy special dusters,
that will shoot the DE into
crevices and door jams and under
eaves, even in attics and crawl
spaces. As long as DE doesn’t get
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washed away by rain or sprinklers,
it will provide permanent nonneurotoxic bug control. For killing
ant hills, dust liberally, agitate the
nest, dust again, and reapply and
agitate in 2–3 more days, and
voila!—you don’t have pesky ants
anymore and you don’t have to
worry about your kids or pets.
Got chicken lice or mites in
the hen house? DE is a natural
feather duster. Just put a large tub
of Diatomaceous Earth mixed
50/50 with sand in your chicken
coop and they will use it as a
natural duster. It leaves plummage
clean and pest free and makes for
some happy ladies!
DE is an effective, organic bug
control for your gardens, flowers,
crops, and fruit trees. I recommend buying a special duster, like
the Dustin Mizer, to dust your
plants. DE really repels and kills
unwanted pests munching on your
veggies and flowers.
DE is also a great soil amendment. You can mix it into your
soil to enhance its natural silica
levels and produce strong, healthy
stalks and leaves—and you get the
added benefits of getting silica
from your edible plants when you
harvest and eat them.
Another surprising summer
use is for water tanks. Anyone

who has livestock, horses, dogs,
chickens, etc. knows how fast their
water bowls and troughs turn
slimy green with algae—then
there’s the chore of dumping and
scrubbing all of that nasty stuff
out of the tank, only to have it
grow back in a week. Many people
resort to using toxic bleach in the
water. An easy and completely
non-toxic solution is—you guessed
it—Diatoamaceous Earth!
Start with a clean, freshly
scrubbed tank, and put in DE and
water. The water will be cloudy at
first but the DE will settle to the
bottom of the tank. Algae growth
is greatly reduced and tank adhesion is greatly reduced, so when
it’s time to dump the tank all you
have to do is rinse it out with a
hose instead of scrubbing. Refill
and add more DE. It’s a great time
saver and no more green scum!
Check out Stock Tank Clear at
HealthRanchEquine.com.
DE can be fed to livestock as a
natural mineral supplement as
well, refer to our website for more
information on feed rates.
Finally, do you want a really
good natural, cheap toothpaste for
you and your dogs? Mix Diatomaceous Earth with coconut oil, and
if you like, a drop or two of peppermint oil for minty fresh breath,

and use a regular toothbrush. For
dogs, dip a rag and rub their teeth
and gum lines. It’s an excellent
natural tooth scrub!
Where can you get premium,
fresh-water, FOOD GRADE,
Diatomaceous Earth? Visit us on
the web at Health-Ranch.com or
HealthRanchEquine.com for more
information. You can purchase
our DE at Bridger Animal
Nutrition, and at the Gesundheit!
Nutrition Center in Bozeman. I
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